CERIC-ERIC: Call for proposals for access to integrated multidisciplinary facilities for Materials and Biomaterials

1. Introduction

Most of the recent science and technology breakthroughs have benefited from multidisciplinary approaches. Complementary multi-technique analysis has allowed the full characterisation of systems that would not have been possible otherwise. However, gaining access to the best performing instruments and facilities is time- consuming as each facility has its own access protocols. In addition, failing to gain access to a specific facility may jeopardise the success of the entire project. 

After the successful preliminary call for proposals - Call Zero -, CERIC-ERIC launches the present call for proposals - Call One - addressed to researchers who are interested in using this new European Research Infrastructure for Nano-level Analysis and preparation of Materials and Biomaterials. Established with the Commission Implementing Decision of June 24th, 2014 CERIC-ERIC integrates some of the most competitive instrumental, technical and research resources of the Countries participating in it. It allows users to combine, in a flexible and project-oriented way, complementary methods of material preparation and analysis such as NMR, synchrotron light, neutrons, NMR, electron microscopy and other analytical instrumentation and techniques. For a detailed description of the facilities accessible through this call visit CERIC-ERIC’s website.
CERIC-ERIC features an innovative approach focusing on the scientific and/or technological value of the project offering access to several complementary facilities through a single proposal and a single access point. CERIC-ERIC operates in a free Open Access regime. The access to its facilities is granted to the best users’ proposals as evaluated by an external international peer-review committee. Proposals should address challenging scientific or technological problems that require the use of some of the methods for materials’ preparation and characterisation offered by the CERIC-ERIC laboratories. 

2. What is new in this Call

Upon request by some of the users, the range of facilities accessible through the CERIC-ERIC call proposal has been broadened to better match the needs of the scientific community. In this call CERIC-ERIC offers a multidisciplinary access to five additional synchrotron beamlines in Trieste, two more neutron instruments in Budapest, a FESEM instrument in Prague and on a trial basis, an ion beam facility in Croatia.


3. How to Apply

Please submit your proposal through the CERIC-ERIC Virtual Unified Office (VUO). Further information can be found on the CERIC-ERIC webpage: 

http://www.ceric-eric.eu/index.php?n=CallOne.Homepage

We expect proposals to indicate clearly their goal and describe in detail a multidisciplinary experimental plan. Due to the novelty of the multi-technique approach, we recommend that prospective users contact the scientists in charge of the specific facilities directly in order to gain a deeper understanding of the technical requirements and to best exploit the complementarity of the different facilities at the various CERIC-ERIC sites. Visit the CERIC-ERIC website for the full list of contacts and to obtain help and suggestions about proposal compilation. 
Successful proposals will be scheduled in the first semester of 2015 (January-June).
4. Call deadline

The deadline for proposal submission is September 22nd, 2014 (17:00  CET).

5. Financial Support

Partial financial support for user’s mobility may be available based on funding provided to CERIC-ERIC from the Italian Ministry for Education, University and Research. 
